
CHURCH REFERENCE FORMCHURCH REFERENCE FORM
Admissions Office  •  13248 Roscoe Boulevard  •  Sun Valley, California 91352  •  (800) 225-5867  •  www.tms.edu

Type of Reference—check only one: ❑ Pastor ❑ Church Leader ❑ Church Member (D.Min. applicants only)

Name of Applicant_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Last First Middle

Please check which program you plan to pursue.

❑ Diploma of Theology ❑ Master of Divinity ❑ Doctor of Ministry

❑ Bachelor of Theology ❑ Master of Theology (Post M.Div.) ❑ Doctor of Theology

Note: The Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (Public Law 93-380, Buckley Amendment) gives students the right to inspect their educational
records. This right extends to letters of recommendation except that a student may waive his right to see specific confidential statements and letters of 
recommendation.
❑ I hereby waive my right to examine this confidential recommendation, knowing that this waiver is not required as a condition for admission.

❑ I do not waive my right to examine this reference, but I authorize the person completing this form to provide a candid evaluation.

Signature of Applicant____________________________________________________________ Date _________________________________________

The above named individual is applying for admission to The Master’s Seminary. You will note above whether or not the applicant has waived his right 

to examine this reference. In any case, the best interests of the school and of the prospective student will be served if you will provide a frank evaluation.

Please complete the form and mail it to The Master’s Seminary Admissions Office at your earliest convenience. Thank you for your cooperation.

Your Name (please print) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

How long have you known the applicant? __________________________________________________________________________________________

Are you related to the applicant?  ❑ Yes    ❑ No      If yes, how? ______________________________________________________________________

How would you rate the applicant’s potential success in Christian ministry?

❑ Exceptionally good ❑ Very good ❑ Good ❑ Fair ❑ Poor

How is this person gifted for vocational Christian service? _____________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Can you conscientiously recommend the applicant for admission to The Master’s Seminary?  ❑ Yes    ❑ No

If yes, check one:        ❑ Enthusiastically        ❑ With confidence        ❑ With the following reservation: ______________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do the living habits of the applicant mark him as a man of temperance, avoiding extreme or excessive indulgence?  ❑ Yes    ❑ No

If no, explain._________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Is there a pattern in the applicant’s life of prudent behavior demonstrated by well-disciplined and correctly order priorities?   ❑ Yes    ❑ No

If no, explain._________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Is the applicant hospitable to people—friends as well as strangers?   ❑ Yes    ❑ No

If no, explain._________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Is there a pattern in the applicant’s life that marks him as an effective teacher?   ❑ Yes    ❑ No

If no, explain._________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Does the applicant have a reputation as drinker of intoxicating beverages?   ❑ Yes    ❑ No

If yes, explain. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Is there a pattern in the applicant’s  life which demonstrates that he tends to react to difficulty with physical violence?   ❑ Yes    ❑ No

If yes, explain. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Is the applicant a contentious or quarrelsome person?   ❑ Yes    ❑ No

If yes, explain. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you find the applicant to be greedy, stingy, or financially ambitious?   ❑ Yes    ❑ No

If yes, explain. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Does the applicant preside over his family in such a way that his home is intrinsically and visibly excellent?  Are his children respectful and well-

disciplined?   ❑ Yes    ❑ No

If no, explain._________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Is the applicant’s reputation in the community for righteousness, moral character, love, kindness, generosity, and goodness such that none can bring a

charge that would disgrace the cause of Christ?   ❑ Yes    ❑ No

If no, explain._________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Doctor of Ministry applicants only

Do you believe the applicant’s pursuit of a Doctor of Ministry degree will enrich or hinder his ministry?

Explain. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature______________________________________________________________________ Date _________________________________________

Title/Position _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name of Organization __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________________________________ State _________________ ZIP ____________________

Telephone_____________________________________________ E-mail Address _________________________________________________________
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