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Our Confidence 
in Christ

The inclination of the human heart is to
trust in one’s self. Even the regenerate

believer in Jesus Christ is tempted to revert
to the habit of self-confidence. The third
chapter  of  Proverbs  contains  many
reminders to rely solely on God. We are
exhorted to trust in the Lord with all of our
hearts (v. 5) and to not be wise in our own
eyes (v. 7). Verse 26 reminds us that the
Lord Himself is to be our confidence. In 
1 Corinthians 2, Paul reminded the church
at Corinth that he did not come to them
previously with persuasive words of
wisdom, but in the strength of the Lord. He
wanted them to have faith that “would not
rest on the wisdom of men, but on the
power of God” (v. 5). Our confidence is in
our Savior, who snatched us from the grip of
sin and death, and who has guaranteed our
eternal life. Our confidence is in Christ
alone for our salvation, and for our future
glorification. And our confidence is to be in
Him for the time in-between as well. It is
our prayer for you, the friends of The
Master’s Seminary, that you will enjoy and
revel in placing no confidence in yourself
and all confidence in Christ.
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“Finally, be strong in
the Lord and in the

strength of His might.”
(Ephesians 6:10)
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Peter’s Denial: 
The Danger of 
Self-Confidence
John MacArthur, D.D., Litt.D.
President

We live in an age that exalts self: self-
confidence, self-esteem, self-worth, and

self-reliance. As believers in Jesus Christ who have
been redeemed from sin, we are those who are cruci-
fied with Christ and thus no longer live, but Christ
lives in us (Gal 2:20). Our confidence is no longer in
ourselves, but in Christ. Self-confidence is the logical
opposite of confidence in Christ and leads down a
road of sin, pain, and regret. Peter’s denial of Christ
provides a poignant illustration of the causes and
consequences of self-confidence. 

Mark 14:66–72 records Jesus’ trial in the high
priestly home of Annas and his son-in-law Caiaphas.
Peter, having made his way into the courtyard of the
house, was trying to blend in by warming himself by
the fire with others. For the next two hours, Jesus is
on trial, and Peter is close by. When a servant girl
told Peter that he had been with Jesus, Peter denied
it. Moving to the porch, Peter again denied her
persistent witness that he had been with Jesus. Now
the bystanders began to join in, accusing him that he
was with Jesus. Finally, Peter cursed and swore that
he did not know this man. Immediately, the rooster
crowed, and Peter remembered that Jesus had told
him, “Before a rooster crows twice, you will deny me
three times.” When Peter denied Christ for the third
time, the rooster crowed, and the Lord turned and
looked at Peter (Luke 22:61). Straight into Peter’s
eyes went the gaze of the Lord Jesus. Perhaps His
trial had just ended and He was coming back across
the courtyard, headed to prison where He would be

kept for a few hours until dawn. His garments were
covered with sweaty blood that had oozed out of his
sweat glands in the agonized prayer in the garden,
and as He is bound and taken to the courtyard, He
looked right into the eyes of Peter. That was a look
that Peter likely never forgot. The collapse of Peter is
crystallized and captured, frozen at the moment
when their eyes meet. But how did this happen?
What were the causes? 

First, he boasted too much. Peter was confident in
himself, He was strong; he was the man. He could
handle anything and follow Christ anywhere. His
warm, affectionate feelings toward Christ bolstered
this high opinion of himself, and consequently, Peter
had too much confidence in his own strength, too
much confidence in his flesh.

Second, he listened too little. Jesus warned Peter
repeatedly: There is great danger waiting for you. Satan
wants to sift you. You will deny Me. But Peter spurned
all those warnings; he did not take the word of the
Lord seriously, ignoring and rejecting the warnings
and reproof from the mouth of Christ, and this posed
great danger for Peter.

Third, he prayed too little. He slept through the prayer
meeting in the Garden of Gethsemane. The Lord
said in the garden, “Watch and pray, lest you enter
into temptation.” Jesus taught Peter in the disciple’s
prayer to pray in this way: “Lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil.” Peter should have been
awake and praying this, instead of sleeping. 

We Train Men as if Lives Depended on It.



4

He ignored the spiritual duty and omitted drawing
on divine power. The result was that the downward
impulse of his own flesh dragged him into the pit of
cowardice.

Fourth, he acted too fast. He reacted on his own
without considering the Lord’s will, grabbing his
sword, swinging it around while Jesus was being
arrested. He was out of sync with the plan and
purpose of God, driven rather by his own fleshly
impulses. He wanted to make a hero of himself, 
to increase his own reputation, and to affirm his 
self-confidence. 

Finally, he followed too far. Peter would have been far
better off if he had gone all the way across the court-
yard and stood right with his Lord. That was always
the safest place to be. Instead, he followed from far
off. He was curious but not courageous; he was now
a compromiser. He was mingling, sitting with the
men at the fire to blend in so nobody would identify
him, but now he was stuck. When confronted three
times about his association with Jesus, he denied
knowing Christ each time. Peter had boasted too
much, listened too little, prayed too little, acted too
fast, followed too far, and now he fell too low.

It was hell’s hour, the darkest hour in human history.
The Son of the Living God is on trial and about to
be executed. But Peter was no match for the forces of
hell. Peter had been called by Christ. He had been
commissioned, set apart, loved, and taught by Christ.
He had been delegated miraculous power to heal the
sick and cast out demons. He was the leader of the
twelve, the privileged preacher. Yet here he lands in
the pit of profanity, denying the very Lord he
confessed. Matthew and Luke tell us that Peter wept
bitterly, the sobs of a man who has discovered the
corruption of his own flesh, even in the face of his
best intentions. Peter had believed in himself; he had
been self-confident. 

John 21 tells us the end of the story. Remember that
Peter had told Jesus that even if all others forsook

Jesus, Peter would never be unfaithful. After the
resurrection, Jesus met the disciples in Galilee and
they ate breakfast together. Jesus asked Peter,
“Simon, son of John, do you love me more than
these?” Peter replied, “Yes, Lord; You know that I
love You.” Jesus said, “Tend my lambs.” Two more
times, Jesus asked Peter, “Do you love Me?” Two
more times Peter replied, “Yes, Lord.” Peter had
denied Christ three times, so Jesus gave Peter the
opportunity to confess his love for Christ one time
for every denial, and Peter was restored, but now his
confidence was in Christ, not himself. 

Later, Peter would be the great preacher on the day
of Pentecost and see 3,000 converted. He would
preach again and again and see tens of thousands
being converted in Jerusalem. And then he sat down
and wrote First Peter, and wrote in 1:6-9 about how
fiery trials prove your faith. When you go through
the worst collapse of cowardice in your spiritual life,
and your faith does not fail, it is the proof that your
faith is the kind of faith that will remain until Christ
appears. The ministry of Peter fulfilled precisely what
Jesus said would happen. Jesus had told Peter that
when he turned from his failure, he would be able to
strengthen the brethren (Luke 22:32). Peter would be
able to teach the church the lesson learned: the most
resolute, self-confident believer is still weak, and our
confidence is in Christ and in Him alone. While the
longings of the regenerate inner man are strong, holy,
pure, and righteous, we still have the body of death
attached to us. Our flesh is weak, powerfully drawn
to corruption. We are to steel ourselves against the
type of failure Peter demonstrated by listening care-
fully to God’s Word, taking it in, believing and
embracing it, and praying for divine strength as we
face temptations.  �

To listen to the message, “Peter’s Denial: A Warning
About Self-Confidence,” by John MacArthur, please visit
Grace to You at www.gty.org.

We Train Men as if Lives Depended on It.
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An Invitation to View 
the TMS Website

The Master’s Seminary is committed to
serve the church of Jesus Christ by

equipping men for leadership in the local
church. Another way we endeavor to serve
the local church is through the TMS
website, www.tms.edu. It is designed not
just to give information about the seminary,
but also as a complimentary tool to
encourage and equip the saints. You can
find dozens of senior testimonies of gradu-
ates of TMS in audio and video formats.
For in-depth theological articles, click on
the link to The Master’s Seminary Journal,
containing 21 years of journal articles. If
you want updates on the current ministries
of TMS alumni, click on The Master’s
Seminary Dividend to find inspiring stories.
And as always, recent TMS Chapel
messages are available as our gift to you. 
We invite you to peruse www.tms.edu and
use the available resources.

2012 Israel Study Trip

The Master’s Seminary returns to Israel
next spring (May 14– June 3) with

a study trip in conjunction with The
Master’s College IBEX campus near
Jerusalem. Dr. Michael Vlach, Professor of
Theology, will lead the trip and Dr. Michael
Grisanti, Associate Professor of Old
Testament, will handle field trip excursions
and lectures. The cost for the trip will be
approximately $3,500 per person and first
preference will be given to current TMS
students, alumni, and their wives. There will
be 30 spots open for this trip. For additional
trip information contact Dr. Dennis
Swanson at dswanson@tms.edu. 

“Go into all the world and preach 
the gospel to all creation.”

—Mark 16:15

JOEL JAMES 

Joel James (M.Div., ’94;

D.Min., ’08) is the senior

pastor of Grace Fellowship

in Pretoria, South Africa.

After graduating from The

Master’s Seminary, Joel and his wife, Ruty, were sent

out as missionaries by Grace Community Church

to pastor what was then a small developing church.

Joel has ministered at Grace Fellowship since

1995, and has seen the Lord bless the ministry.

Grace Fellowship hosts an annual pastor’s confer-

ence (often with TMS faculty teaching), has planted

two other churches, and is the home of Grace

School of Ministry, an institute for continuing

studies for pastors and church leaders in southern

Africa. Joel and Ruty have two children, Rebeqah

and Daniel, both of whom where born in Africa. 

Joel speaks with great fondness of TMS: “I am

perpetually grateful to the men who taught me

during my days at seminary.”  �

We Train Men as if Lives Depended on It.
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Confidence in the
Grace of Christ
For nearly 25 years, Louis Herwaldt has served faith-
fully on the Board of The Master’s College and Seminary.
We give God glory and thanks for Lou, his wife, JoAnn,
and their ministry to TMS.

Lou Herwaldt was blessed to be raised in a
Christian home, and came to saving faith in

Christ as a teenager. From that moment on, as Lou
puts it, “I’ve had nothing to do with anything. It has
all been the Lord.” He depicts his life as simply a
reflection of the goodness and grace of Christ, in
Whom is all his confidence. Two days after gradu-
ating from high school, Lou went to work at a local
car dealership. Shortly thereafter, at the age of 19, he
married JoAnn, his sweetheart and fellow believer in
Christ. The Lord blessed Lou’s work and eventually
he was able to acquire a car dealership of his own,
which ultimately grew well beyond the first dealer-
ship. At the same time, God was blessing his family,
and after nearly 60 years of marriage Lou and JoAnn
have been gifted two children, five grandchildren,
and eight great-grandchildren. They are lovingly
devoted to their family and have committed them-

selves to the spiritual guidance of those God has
entrusted to them.

The Lord chose to use Lou in ministry as well. He
has been in leadership roles in his church since 1952.
For years now, Lou and JoAnn have been faithful to
disciple men and women one-on-one, pouring their
lives into others as an expression of their love for
Christ. It was in 1987 that Lou received a visit from
John MacArthur, asking him to consider inter-
viewing to serve on the Board of The Master’s
College and Seminary. Lou and JoAnn have been
personally blessed by the preaching and writing
ministry of John MacArthur, and they are passionate
about the ministry of The Master’s College and
Seminary. Not only do they heartily believe in the
training ministry of TMS, but four of their grand-
children are graduates of The Master’s College. 

When Lou and JoAnn were asked what their priori-
ties are currently, Lou replied immediately, “To walk
in His righteousness day by day.” JoAnn expressed
heartfelt gratitude for the constancy of the grace of
God in their lives, and they agree together that, as
Lou said, “It has all been the Lord.”

We express our thanks to the Lord for Lou and
JoAnn, as well as for all the members of the Board of
The Master’s College and Seminary for their humble
service to our Savior.  �

Lou and JoAnn with numerous 
great-grandchildren

Lou and JoAnn Herwaldt

We Train Men as if Lives Depended on It.
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Spring 2012 
Faculty Lecture Series

This spring, the faculty of The Master’s
Seminary will present a series of lectures to

the student body as part of the spring chapel
services. The topic this year will be “The
Kingdom of God.” The content of these lectures
will be published in the Fall 2012 issue of The
Master’s Seminary Journal. Subscriptions to TMSJ
are available by emailing journal@tms.edu. 

Guest Lecturer Dr. John Feinberg
to Teach Winterim Session

Each year, TMS offers
students and alumni the

opportunity to explore a
specific topic during our
Winterim class session. Our
guest lecturer this year will 
be Dr. John Feinberg. Dr.

Feinberg is the chair of the Department of
Biblical and Systematic Theology at Trinity
Evangelical Divinity School. Dr. Feinberg has
focused his studies in the areas of evil and
suffering, divorce and remarriage, contemporary
theology and philosophy, biblical prophecy, salva-
tion, and apologetics. This winter ( January 9–14,
8:00 a.m.–noon) he will be lecturing at TMS on
“A Biblical Perspective on Contemporary Ethical
Issues.” As always, alumni of TMS are invited to
be our guests for this class.

More Than 90 Men
Begin Training This Fall

For men beginning their ministry training at
TMS, being in the presence of the sign and

logo pictured above represents the culmination 
of God’s sovereign work to bring them to
California. It is not unusual to see men at orienta-
tion with tear-filled eyes as Director of Admissions
Ray Mehringer begins teaching them how to best
utilize their time at TMS. By God’s grace, more
than 90 men have been brought to TMS from all
over the world and from all walks of life. Men have
come from Arizona, California, Connecticut,
Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Maryland, Minnesota,
New Mexico, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
Texas, Vermont, Washington, and Wyoming. In
addition, the long tradition of international
students continues, with 19 of the men coming
from Brazil, Canada, England, Ethiopia, Italy,
Japan, New Zealand, South Korea, South Africa,
and Spain. We are grateful to God for all of them!

TMS News

We Train Men as if Lives Depended on It.
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New Faculty
Members Join 
the Ranks at TMS
The student body of TMS has grown to 400 men; in
response, two new faculty members have come aboard
to continue the tradition of excellence in ministry
training at TMS.

Bryan Murphy

Dr. Bryan Murphy will
be joining the TMS

faculty in a full-time capacity
beginning in fall 2011 in the
discipline of Old Testament.

Dr. Murphy is no stranger to TMS, having
completed his M.Div. degree in 2000, his Th.M.
in 2003, and his Th.D. in Old Testament in 2008.
In addition, he has taught Hebrew and other OT
courses in an adjunct capacity for the last three
school years.

Bryan is a native of southwestern Ohio who
committed his life to Christ in 1992 as a 29-year-
old systems development engineer at NCR in
Dayton. At this time he married his wife,
Katherine, who had also recently come to the
Savior. Bryan and Katherine were being discipled
and were involved in ministry at Clearcreek
Chapel in Springboro, Ohio, under the pastoral
care of John Street, who is now the chairman of
the Biblical Counseling program at The Master’s
College. In fact, Bryan came to faith in Christ as
a result of Dr. Street’s approach to premarital
counseling and after reading Dr. MacArthur’s
book, The Gospel According to Jesus. As Bryan grew
in his faith and desired to serve in the church
more effectively, he turned his attention to

learning the Scriptures by attending Temple
Baptist College in nearby Cincinnati.

Over time it became clear to him and the elders of
Clearcreek Chapel that he was called to pastoral
ministry. So upon graduation from Bible college,
Bryan and Katherine relocated to the Los Angeles
area in 1997 so he could pursue training for
ministry at TMS. During the final year of his
M.Div. program Bryan began ministering at
Roosevelt Community Church in nearby
Lancaster, California, and was called to be the
full-time pastor of that assembly in 2000. During
his tenure there, the church has grown and been
strengthened by the ministry of God’s Word and
the pastoral care that the Lord has accomplished
through Bryan’s leadership. 

Dr. Murphy will continue to live in Lancaster
with Katherine and their two children, Liam 
and Madelyn (both adopted at birth, in 1999 
and 2002, respectively), and he will continue to
fulfill the role of pastor-teacher at Roosevelt
Community Church while assuming the position
of instructor of Old Testament at TMS. We are
delighted to welcome Dr. Bryan Murphy to the
full-time faculty!

Matt Waymeyer

After serving for the last
several years as a senior

pastor in the San Diego 
area, TMS alumnus Matt
Waymeyer (M.Div., 1999;

Th.M., 2003) has been appointed to the faculty
beginning this fall. Matt has taught part-time at
TMS for the last year, commuting from Vista
while serving as pastor at Community Bible
Church. Along with his teaching duties here at
the seminary Matt will also be completing his
doctoral work in systematic theology. 

We Train Men as if Lives Depended on It.
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Before his work at TMS, Matt earned his B.A. in
journalism and political science at the University
of Wisconsin (Oshkosh) and retains his love for
the Green Bay Packers. He has had a wide
ministry experience in a brief time, having the
opportunity to travel and teach in both Albania
and Russia, and he has authored two books,
Revelation 20 and the Millennial Debate and A
Biblical Critique of Infant Baptism. His thesis for
the Master of Theology degree in New Testament
was “The Identity of ‘All Israel’ in Romans
11:26.” He has also written for The Master’s
Seminary Journal. While in seminary he also
taught in the Logos Bible Institute and worked 
as a substitute in the Los Angeles Unified School
District. During that time he also served as 
a writer and editor for Worldwide Challenge
Magazine. 

Matt, his wife Julie, and their five children—
Jessica (13), Caleb (12), Courtney (10), Jacob (8),
and Zachary (5)—have recently relocated to the
Castaic, California, area. Along with the Packers,
Matt enjoys Baroque Music, reading, a good cup
of coffee, and a few laughs with Calvin and
Hobbes.  �

Dr. Keith
Essex, professor
of Bible
Exposition,
teaches the
ever-popular
OT and NT
Studies classes.

The Master’s
Grace Library is
the home-away-

from-home for
all TMS 
students.

Dr. MacArthur
interacting with 
a student at 
the TMS 25th
Anniversary
Banquet 
(see page 10)

Dr. Irv Busenitz
leads the student
body in worship

at Chapel on
Tuesdays and

Thursdays.

TMS alumni
enjoy a time of
reconnecting at
The Shepherds’
Conference each
spring.
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